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presses ever used in Syria was established by this sect at
Shwelr, a village in the heart of the Lebanon. Before the
second half of the last century many very valuable books
had been issued from this modest establishment.1 Among
their patriarchs, the Greek Catholics can rightfully boast
of at least one man unusually distinguished in talent and
learning: Maximus IV, commonly known as Maximus
Muzlum, who died in 1856.

The Greek Catholics have held four general councils or
synods.2 The acts of the first, summoned in 18063 were
cancelled by Pope Gregory XVI. The canons enacted by
the second, held during that same year, were confirmed.
These continued to regulate the church till 1909, as the acts
of a third council, held at Jerusalem in 1849, had been
annulled by Rome. At Whitsuntide, 1909, the patriarchs
and bishops again met in general council at Ain Trez, a
monastery in the Lebanon which had been the seat of the
patriarch till this was moved to Damascus.3 At this time
all the canons of the church were overhauled.4

The papal propaganda among the members of the Greek
Church in Turkey-in-Asia was concentrated in the ancient
Patriarchate of Antioch, where it was practically confined.
The Greek Catholic Church has a bishop resident at Acre,
in the north of the Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
but the Greeks of the district are mostly Orthodox. Small
bodies of Greek converts to Rome in the See of Constan-
tinople were organized in 1861 under the name of " Greco
Puro," subject to an apostolic delegate resident at the
capital. There are also bodies of united Greeks in Rus-
sia, Austria, and Bulgaria.5 There is a Greek Catholic
colony in Calabria, said to consist of descendants of those

1 See Dr. Wortabet's "Religion in the East," p. 85.

2 Ibid., pp. 88-96.   Also de Jehay, p. 277.

3 The patriarch at present occasionally takes up his residence in Egypt,
where his church has a considerable following.

4 Confirmation from Rome had not yet been received up to the sum-
mer of 1911.

5 Consult "La Gerarchia Cattolica" (year-book of the Catholic clergy),
pp. 26-27 (Roma, Tipographia Vaticana).